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what is meant by <the term. If it means that education should first concern
itself with the nation's own history, with its contributions to knowledge
and culture, with literatu re, and with its philosophy, it may well be claimed
that this University is imparting such education in the truest sense and is
helping to a rejuvenance of the South Indian people and a return of the South
Indian soul to its best traditions.

The working of   the   University   during the   last   five   years   has  fully  de-
monstrated   the  necessity  for   more   funds to   enable   the   University  effectively
to carry its avowed objects.   For tho   setting up   of  a College  of Technology, for
the starting of a training   college, for  tho  organization   on a permanent footing of
the department of   Tamil   research, for   tho   salvage  and  publication  of ancient
Indian works, for the   encouragment   of   Books   of   modern   knowledge in Tamil,
and for various other purposes,   the  University is in need   of funds without which
it is unable to be   of  maximum   benefit to   the public   at   large.   Few   kinds  of
patriotic service to  the  Tamil   land  can   be   conceived which are of greater value
than liberal financial assistance given   at   this   juncture to this University,  Many
wealthy members of the charitable   community   to   which   the   Founder   of  this
University 'belongs  are  running   Tamil  or  Sanskrit  Pathsalas  in various places,
It would be  a worthy   object  of   charity for   them to   found   scholarships  and
hostels for the advanced education   in   this   university,   of   the   boys   taught in
their    pathsalas,   and   to    emulate   the   example   of   the   Founder   in   making
this   University   a success,   The famous   mutts in   South   India have always been
centres of great   classical   and   religious   learning   and have   materially   aided in
disseminating knowledge   and religion.   This   University   now  represents the soul
of Tamil literature and culture.   May we not hope that our matathipathis will send
their disciples for   study   to the Oriental   section   of this University and that they
will enrich this University as   well as immortalise   themselves   by founding  a few
chairs for the   encouragement   of Tamil   research and   of the   study of the South
Indian System of philosophy.

ADVICE TO NEW GRADUATES

Graduates of the year 11 congratulate you most heartily on the degrees and
diplomas you have received. 1 congratulate such of you as have received medals
or prizes on the distinctions obtained bo you.

Do not treat the degrees   and distinctions obtained   by you as the termination of
your studentship, but treat them as the beginning thereof. During your college daya
your curiosity was cramped by the dread of examinations.   Now that   you are free
from it, you are no longer restricted in   your choice, and are at liberty   to  develop
your own tastes and interests. The   more you learn, the more you will discover you
have yet to learn, and the greater   will be your   desire to learn. Deeper you dig the
sand spring, the   more   profuse is   the   water that   flows out.   By all means, earn
money and become rich but at the same time also collect the treasure which no thief
approacheth,   neither moth corrupteth.   Always keep in touch with your books, and
you will   find that   there is no   more elevating, no more ennobling feeling, than that
produced by a life in those   elevated   regions in   which it is permitted to the Iwog
to hold high converse with the mighty dead, through the medium   of books.   Tamil
poets constantly warn us that learning by itself is sterile unless combined wi h a power
of lucid   exposition.  The author of Neethineri Villakkam   asks,   what is the use of
learning without  the power of   expression ?   Whether   parliamentary   government
is suitable to   this country   or not, we have it   already and  are soon going to have
more of it. Now   parliamentary   government is both in  reality and as its name im-
plies,   government by talking.   It will give   advantage  to those who can speak well.
Apart   from parliamentary honours,   every one   of   you,   in   whatever  department
of life your   lot may   be cast,   will find   that your   education shines better   and ifl
more useful to your neighbours, if it is   combined   with a power   of persuasive or
clear expression*   No man   can be persuasive or   clear unless   he possesses a know-
ledge of facts and is   accurate in his   statements of them.   Mere verbal glory devoid
of   sincerity of   purpose   is also not likely   to     convince a   businesslike   audience
of the modern day. Therefore, cultivate the art of faithful  and   elegant  expression,
It is your duty   sooner   or later to find suited   to your education and rank in
life. I wish you complete success in your attempt at finding  the  kind   of   employ-
ment you desire   and   particularly a high   post in Government  service  if you are
after it.  You need not thereofJe despairof finding suitable employment, ShouW you